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SELECTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF HEALTH TECHNOLOGIES
. AT DISTRICT LEVEL

. The Regional Committee,

, Apprecnatmg the outcome of the Technical DlscusS|ons held at the Forty-fourth session_of ‘the WHO
‘ Regmnal Committee for Africa on the Selection and Dewclopmcm of Health Technologies at the‘Dlstnct level;

Convinced that proper assessment, introduction, m nagement maintenance and use of hcalth technologies
are essentlal for the efficiency, effectiveness and quallt' of the entire health system; ’

C;mcemed at the widespread under-utilizationand miisuse of health technologies in Member States, resulting
in decreased quality of care and high wastage of scaree resources, and at the lack of attention given to the
sub)eu .

i .

A\Nare that for most Member States the absence of suitable health technology policies is at the root of the
problem and is an underlying reason for all other obstacles preventing them from fully utilizing the potential
of health technologies in improving the health of the cduntries;

1. URGES Member States: )
; { R
(i) to develop a comprehensive health technology policy as an integral part of their gverall national health
' policies and development plans; ;

(i) to strengthen health care technical services at district, provincial and central levels with adequate budget

. | and infrastructure provision in order to ensure sproper planning, selection, procurement, maintenance
. and utilization of health technologies: ;

(iii) to reinforce and utilize effectively national land international training capacities to ensure the

' development of the whole range of required human resources, including health technology managers,
© engineers, technicians and craftsmen, and user jtraining;

(iv) to include concepts and practices in health technology management in the education and training of
i health professionals; ;

i
(v) to define an essential health technology packag%‘ replete with costing, for various categories of health
institutions in the district health system and, inidue course, at provincial and central levels.
%_
2. APPEALS to partners in health development in Member States, including international and bilateral
devclopmem agencies, nongovernmental and pnvate organizations and foundations, to give technical and
financial support to national and intercountry pmgtammes in the field of health technology management;

i

?
i
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3. REQUESTS the Regional Director: !

(i) to strengthcn the Organization’s activities in liealth technology assessment and management;

(ii) to remforce the Organization’s assistance to Member States in the development and implementation of
health technology policies and plans, training ,and mformatlon support;

(iii) to make appropriate provision from the regular budget and also mobilize extrabugetary resources for
the activities outlmed

(iv) to publish and widely disseminate the report of these Techmcal Dtscusstons
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